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August 2018 

Dear Families: 

I hope that this letter finds you enjoying some quality time together.  I am excited to be returning as the proud 
Principal of Vogel-Wetmore School!  I am looking forward to greeting all students on the first day of school, 
Wednesday, August, 29, 2018. 

Each year, a great deal of time and consideration is put into class placements for each of our students.  This year the 
process was conducted with input from teachers across the district. I am confident that this process has been 
successful and will help us to have a wonderful 2018-2019 school year!  Your child’s assigned teacher is listed at the 
top of this letter.    

For many of you, the upcoming year will be our first time teaming up to educate your child.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to share a little about myself.   

It has been my honor to spend the last amazing year as the principal of Vogel-Wetmore School. In addition, I have 
also been a principal in Farmington and Norfolk, CT.  I began my teaching career in Vernon, CT and I also taught in 
Simsbury Public Schools and served as the district’s Elementary Math Coordinator.   

I live in Simsbury with my wife and our three sons.  As a parent, a teacher and as a principal, I know the importance 
of open communication between home and school.  You can reach me by telephone, email or meet with me in 
person whenever you have questions or concerns.  I am always happy to talk about our school and your children. 

I am looking forward to an exciting year full of new opportunities at Vogel-Wetmore School!  I will be sure to work 
with staff and families to keep many of the traditions that have been part of all of the communities that are coming 
together in just a few weeks.  Please feel free to share what has been meaningful to your family in the past. 

A few important notes for a smooth start to the school year: 

 Please join us for a brief Meet & Greet on Monday, August 27th at 2:00-3:30 P.M. This is an opportunity for you 
and your child to meet their teacher and navigate to their new classroom. You should have plenty of time to visit 
our sister school, Southwest, if you have children there as well.  This is a great time to take back to school 
photos! 

 The school day begins at 9:00 A.M. and ends at 3:30 P.M.  Students being dropped off may begin arriving at  
8:40 A.M. No students will be permitted to enter the building earlier than this time. 

 We encourage you to adhere to your child’s daily routine beginning on the first day of school. If your child is to 
ride the bus every day, please permit her/him to begin doing so on Day 1. This will allow the children and the 
teachers the opportunity to establish predictable routines and procedures.  

 We strongly encourage all parents/guardians to take advantage of the bus transportation provided by All-Star 
Transportation.   Allowing your child to take the bus will help cut down on the traffic that builds up on each 
morning. Our primary concern is for the safety of the students.   Because the buses are able to drop the children 
off directly in front of the main entrance, the potential for accidents/injuries is greatly reduced.  

 If you must drive your child to school, please enter the parking lot and line up single file beginning near the 
sidewalk to the front door. Students should remain in their cars until directed to unload by a staff member.   
Students are to exit their cars at the curb where the car stops.  Only students should exit the vehicle and the 
driver should move on as soon as it is safe to do so.  Staff members will assist in showing children where to enter 
the building.  Students will enter through the front door only.  Please remain in a single file line, refrain from 
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passing other cars, and safely exit the property using the west exit.   Please enter the parking lot no earlier than 
8:40 A.M., as students will not be allowed to enter until that time.  Vehicles arriving before this time pose 
difficulty for staff members attempting to enter and secure parking spaces. 

 If you need to change your child’s dismissal plans, please send a written note to your child’s teacher.  No changes 
are allowed over the phone.  If you forget to send a written note, you may send a signed fax or come to the 
school to make any dismissal changes.  If a note is not received, we will send your child home according to the 
usual routine.  Written requests should be made before noon on the day of the change.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may cause.  We have implemented this procedure in order to ensure your child’s safety. 

 Attendance is of paramount importance for your child’s success.  The school day begins at 9:00 a.m. and 
dismissal is at 3:30 p.m.  Please be sure your child is here on time so that he/she is ready for instruction which 
begins at 9:00 a.m.  The instructional day ends at 3:30 p.m. at which time your child will be dismissed to the bus 
area or to the walker area.  

 If your child will be picked up from school every day, you must send a note indicating that is your intention for 
the 2018--19 school year.  Notes from last year will not carry over. 

 If you plan to pick your child up from school at the end of the day, please park and come to the gymnasium 
entrance on the east end of the parking lot.   The doors will open at approximately 3:30 P.M., once the children 
have entered the gym.   You must sign your child out with the staff member on duty.   Children will be released 
only to authorized persons designated on the annual registration form completed by parents/guardians at the 
start of school. Please be prepared to show proper photo identification when picking up. For the safety of all 
children, the entrances to the building must remain locked from 9:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M.   

 Bus route information will be printed in the local newspapers, and listed on the Vogel-Wetmore School link 
(district website) at www.torrington.org. If you have specific questions regarding the bus routes, please contact 
All-Star Transportation directly at 860-489-3444. 

 If your child/ren will be coming from or going to a location other than home, you must fill out an alternate bus 
form.  These forms must be completed annually prior to the start of the school year.  The form is due no later 
than Wednesday, August 22nd.  You may drop off the form or fax it to the main office at (860) 489-2577. 

 Breakfast will be served Monday through Friday.  Breakfast is $1.35 and lunch is $2.75.  Lunch accounts begin 
accruing a debt immediately. Account balances can be managed through https://www.myschoolbucks.com/.  The 
free and reduced lunch form is available on the TPS website 
http://www.torrington.org/for_parents/cafe_and_food_service/17-18_free_and_reduced_applications/ You are 
always welcome to pack a healthy lunch instead. Candy and soda are not permitted. 

 Due to the increase in food allergies and risk of food borne-illness, we are eliminating food celebrations in the 
classroom this year.  We will continue to recognize birthdays and holidays with creative ideas.  Some suggestions 
include: parent reading aloud to the class, show and tell, supply and teach a craft station, or small giveaways (i.e., 
erasers, stickers, pencils). 

 The Annual Registration Form should be completed immediately upon receiving the 1st Day of School packet.  
Choose your emergency contacts carefully as these people may be picking up your child at some point in the 
future.   

 Please be sure to inform us if your telephone number or emergency contacts change during the year. This is of 
vital importance in the event of any type of emergency and to be sure you receive time-sensitive 
“PowerAnnouncement” messages. 

We look forward to seeing you all soon – and we look forward to a wonderful year of learning -- together! 

Sincerely, 

 
Peter Michelson - Principal 


